Travellers In India

Empire in Asia cannot be classed in this cate-
gory; and it therefore seems advisable to close
this chapter with an account of the travels of
this one exception, and devote a subsequent
chapter to the elucidation of the value of the
other travellers as evidence for Vijayanagar and
the ports (chiefly Calicut) on the Malabar coast.
This arrangement will be the more suitable as
Mendez Pinto, the traveller referred to, throws
light in his narrative rather on the doings of the
Portuguese than on the condition, political or
social, of the natives of the country, and thus
the present chapter will be confined to those
who, while immensely famous as travellers or
discoverers, give us but little information on
the nature and influence of Indian Govern-
ments, or on the social institutions of the
people, while the next will be devoted to those
whose evidence for native India is indispens-
able, though their fame as adventurers is some-
what less than that of men like Vasco da Gama
or Mendez Pinto.

Mendez Pinto has been described above as
" famous." " Notorious " is the word which
critics have preferred to apply to him. ever
since his book appeared.* Every writer, with
one or two exceptions, has dubbed Mendez
Pinto a liar. The wits in popular talk contemp-
tuously changed Mendez into " Mendax.>? The
extent to which the feeling at one time rose can

* A.D. 16
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